
Army Goncentration Proposed to Increase Its EfficiencyPlan Advanced
For Creatinjj
Large Units

$y*tem of Maintaining
I«.olated A r in y Posts
Called l nuecessary and
a BIo*k at Clompetency

Gtizen Reserve Favorecl
Reform- Would Reduce
Overhoad Expen^e and
Provide Better Edneation

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Sensible people -trree that we

are go "- to need ar. ar'r.y for many
year? to come. Many nave advocated
:, jystera of universal training, but
nusl "J admitted that thc ehar.ce? are

against ita a'Vi*p':,^" by country
al large If thi plan :- declined what
:^ the alternative?
Some ir lamental *"acts ougrht to be

emphasized. We are a nation in a!'.
national defense ught

. * be really r.a*!or:".'. and
free from n~y possibility of state in-
. or inefficiency. A".;. -;

as arising ought to be decided tn
.' common sense and past

. i, not by sentiment or local
pre,".

-. ar army-must supply the
and much qf the traii

personnel. In '.he Civil War we ex
* ted a great deal with c v Iian

and militiamen, but at the end of the
war. North ar..i Au'.h. with few ex-
r pt as the £r?a.f commandera were

t West :' lint. '.'' th' re
rabl h ti] / show

' ward the regular army in recent
moi reasonable lestions

'Wt. se could we r:nd otfi-
. of meeting thi - na

idern warfare? Were its
largely ihe result of

publ ..."-.- ce, p ical nterfer-
ence, or ¦..- litiona for which

..: the country at large
are !ame? Wi . 11 dy n
Iie n impr ving the reorganization V
Th« foll ng broi outlines of policy
mic'r.1 ¦..¦.::

First A andon the system of
i try army posts.

Concentrate thi regular army in di-
visioi re it would be idenl Lfie
with :ert n parts of the caur.'.rv
where its officers cou. i acquire :ra:::-
ing ng rge units. where com
." '¦ l enc arage the able an

ncom n and .-..¦-
Th:s w ...:. furthern re, reduce over-

¦pense and give better oopor-
r education and ..-.- r ¦

Becond reate a national citizen re-
present miiitia

j. thi: i to be whol!;
War Di and frei

luty. Offici
: drawn from the present ra-

and r ; menta] command-
-'¦ in all cases to be regulars.Where locaJ ition -.

themsi in recent war the nu-
-" of the un it

¦¦ _j -
" rved.

nir i: lieve the state of a!! re-
.'¦ national defensfl and

1*"t"-: take over as Federa
rmc r:es or other military

.¦ _" ich they may not care to
ihe states "ar, then or m .*.

wn cal miiitia or pr« fera
for the malntenance of

: gn ze the principle of
i;. to military service by

acti whereby the mach nery
'¦ ¦¦. raft may be put in im-

*¦" *.r. on a declaration of
tes such ac

tior. necessary foi pub::c safety.
W. A. R.

Ability in Last Analvsis
b PmAbove All Else

Competenl Men in Office Called
the Really Great Need

of the Republic
' of The Tribune.

h i- been said in re
the political situation, the fact

: .. ual office
er makes or breaks tne Adrair.: ;:-a

'¦ T" spellbinder ran satia-e
mises. A capabie ad-

ai ;-. tly and effectively
that come before

r'r r .-. doean't much matter
iat a person believes .: he or she
without the necessary abllity tc

m«et the demands of the position to
waich elected. Primary* emphasisbe put on the Individual ar.d

proteatationa of belief.
-'¦'¦_ as seek out competer.t and

q al .>.: eand iates instead of com-
rcacently voting for whoever thrusts

into the limelight, and then
ng the Adminiatratien a;r:r.g

"". entire .:- ui we repeat *he per-
e. Ar I, above ail, let us in-

itiate the practice of retaining int offlce
who are satiafactorily perform-

SBg the - duties.
that is .big enongh to
petent candidatea is the

-" lei to, and will, continne
'. P«wer. T. G. H.

(Conditions of the
Platform Contest

. * Tribo.'¦: tou to irrite
'..."" for a Republican platform
'." -

*' write tetters about planka
proyogorj by other raaders through
*" e-0 .rr.r.n
ior the best planlui and Utteri
^ Tr"'''" '.*r"'r^ thea- ;;':7»*»:
r-ir \: i '-,.-. .-. p ._, (500,60
i"-* "-."¦* "A'-.-jr.ii best plank 2T/0.00
?9t eaefa of ta« eight next
b«»t plsnlu . 100J>0
Fcr th»* bett letter a daily
?rlz« ,J 10.00
"ot tb« beat letter in tha
wJwl, competttion 100.00
- ...> Trlbuna will make up a plal'. *" if ten ptanka to b* determlned

'¦y your vote*. Tba ten iasuea re-
'« tha oum1 rotea will ba

planki 1 , v pianka that b« ..

wpreaa l\ rhoaaa fasoca will ba
M -r-..A .. r ., a p, z% m.j,.ni

'¦*¦' plasa n :.'f., -d te lOOwordaW tw« pianka or lettera / ,

saartt t'aa ahorte/ wiil be choaen
Srerjr p ank and letter i» iat bear

ta* aaau an«1 »dd.-'" » of %ha, aender,
'¦ '. >tn .. norr, d.* ;,, jr,,* w

>._..' ¦¦¦i H tha writer d«i - i
Tbaeei mH wi oae at midnight,^trt: M( ;>2f> y4. lacripta w :. noiba /¦*?. }j

i jo^*. »f t; - ontaat wi
. ef TbeTribune's editova They

* baae their deeisinna on »o - i

To-Day's Prize Letter
To tho Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:. One of the first acts of the
frst Congress was a law deaigned
to protect and upbuild the shipping
industry. Under that law and others
er.acted almost Immediately American
shipping reached a doroinating posi-
tion in the worid. Our flag was
carried to every port. Instead of
paying tribute to foreign ship o^iiera
and leaving the nation helpiess in
the event of war as it was in 1917),

1825 American ships carried 05
r cent of ali imports into the

United States and 89 per cent of all
exports.
Ar about this time anoiher na-

tional policy waa adopted under
which we virtually invited the world
to get the best of us on the seas.
The result was that in 1914 only 9
per cent of United States imports
nd exports were carried in Amer¬

ican vessela.
When we began seriously to pre-

pare for the winning of the war.
we found that we must build a fleet
ar.d $3,000,000,000 or more were to be
spent to accomplish this. We now

have -. flcet, but it car.not be main-
tained on the seas without the ab-
rogation of treaties which piace us

ar a disadvantage in competition with
other nations.

Strict Adherence
To Majority Rule
In U. S. Demanded

Representative? Warned
That People Have Will
Which Must Be Obeyed
to Safeguard Country

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Law commands what is right

and forbids what is wrong, and we give
expresslor. to this ir.rerpretation of it
by our written law. our courts and our

legislative bodies. Ir points to prog¬
ress. where liberty, free speech, auf-
frage and universal education ennoble
our civilization, and here it adds much
that we see in rhe spirit of our free
press, greater publicity, open cove-
nants openly arrived at, and diplomacy
that -.3 aboveboard or sincere.

.r assemciies, our councils, our
conventions, all are afiame wirh our
borning desires to reform, to ho'.d fast
to that which is good and to set our

nal house in order. The heart's
blood of youth ia rife with the ur.faded
glories-that sh:ne through the pages
of our hiatory, and from the tenderest
thought in the mind of a Boy Scout to
rhe rigid discipline of the veteran you
may search in vain for a coward's ex-
c use.
The square deal faila unless we share

in voicing our cho:ce aa to who shail
be our national standard bearer, and
we the peop'.e, faii with it.' But if
we may be heard and our choice actt-d
upon the law will be defended, and
»*e shail be its defense, choosing
through our majorities.

Let our reoresentatives beware lest
they forg-et the law. C. F. G.

Woman Suffrage Taken
As Matter of Course

Idea That Prohlem Exists in .

Enfranchising Females Put
l p to Ridirtile

To the Editor of Tje Tribune.
Sir: Heaven knows this country is

be :t with enough real problems with-
¦u: seeking to ima^ir.e new or.es!

St. me seventy or eighty of your readers
have expended good energy in thinking
up planks on the issue of "the woman
-.- .< r," when, as a matter of facr, r.o

peculiar problem. of the kind exists. *

Equal suffrage has so gradually been
errbraced in rhe United States that r.o
sudden revolutionary changes have
beer. experienced in rhe transition; now
the diff< n nce is acarcely felt.

0: course, it car.not be denied that
the abrupt addition of milliona of new
voters wiii senousiy affect the results
of e'ections. Inexperienced voters need
political education, but that need is
not a new or.e. It ha3 long been the
a.m of the publicists to induce men to
take a more active interest in the con-
duct of government and to educate
them alor.g that line. The same want
may now be applied to the other sex.
A good deaf is said about the "pay-

chology -of the -woman voter." About
the nly apparer.t renult of such diay-
cussion is to make women feel self-
conBciously "myaterious" and conse-

quently experience the notion that they
are expected and obliged to upset all
cai-u.a'ior.s. Such a stlly Bensation
only begeta erratic and unrea3onable
vor:ng.

Let us. not weave artifcial issues on

flimsy or romantic base". Plenty of
worthier questions may weli engage
and tax our thinking power?.

J. W. FKIEDMAN.
28 N'ew York Avenue, Brooklyn,

Defends Budget System
Calls It*. Imperative Need in Pro-

moting Eronomy
To the Editor of The Tribune.

.-' r: One of rhe greatest planks the
Republican party ran adopt is that of
-. voring the establfshment of the bud-
get system. We have gone along with¬
out a budget Rystem only because

growtl in wealth through the de¬
velopment of our vart resoufes sup-
r-. ed such er.ormous incotne that the

of government attracted little
attenti ... The nw -1 of economy

prpR-<eK upon ua the neeeaaity of a bud¬
get, and *.'¦ .-¦.;,' rtant thing ia that
we get the right kind of a system to
start wn.h.

li " ¦' opinion, the preparation of the
budget should be placed in the hands
>,: the Searetarj oi the Treasury. The

-. dcration of the budget in f'ongre«'i
bi in the hands ot n joii l com

-.- <.- JACOB FEIT.

Great Army of Peace
Demanded in America

. e Editor of 1 he 1 i bune
le from pla . .,, tha prize!< *'¦¦' day ii one of ita r>.ruerraphs

- lo prove Lhat "money" m not
,-<-r-. caae "the root of ail evii"

'. states that ;: wel] paid Am-
.¦. from \merica rr.;iy b+ able to

;;¦¦¦...'. a wnr w} ch WOUld COst mil-
' or vtn
OmarhOW thia 'frrirdiHl »ugge»t)on

¦- m the leaat roliev* tha im
"

'¦ >¦ : .> ¦',. Insecurity of
life cr« ' ¦<* by '. luddei '-all to war

... . who»i m d bflj/l b'-n
r !%<¦>< f ... fuc| :,U]

trud War it b dia-
:', tat 1 iowi b«i-»t

i :.''!', .', extei in'na'i- th«
ehsan Pi *ffforta ot

,'¦¦.¦; hi* ioua^icuoua biafk
1 Ic alwaya orcsent. It ia within

The original legislation underwhich American shipping prosperedis still on our statuta books, but it
is rendered inoperatlve by treatiea
the results of which give all tha ad¬
vantage of the Bo-called reciproeai
arrangements to our foreign rivala.
For m&py years there haa arisen

periodically a wail of protest over
the decadence. of our shipping. The
time has come for a decision. For we
have created a fleet and recreated
a shipbuilding industry.
The World War having proved

again the vital necessity for an Amer¬
ican merchant marine, the Republican
party advocates the enactmer.t of leg¬
islation that will secure the mainte-
nance of our flag upon the seas. To
make it possible profitably to operate
American ships now afloat ar.d pre-
serve our shipbuilding industry at its

present h:gh capacity, trcaties which
piace the United States at a disadvan-
tage in competition with foreitrn na-

tions must be abrogated, and laws
must be passed to overcome the dif-
ference between the cost of American
and foreign shipbuilding and ship
operation, and secure for the United
States equality of opportunity in the
world's shipping.

DANIEL T. PIERCE.
f>l Broadway.

the power of the people to create :¦

great army of peace and live with
Christ as its head and leadc*.

MARY LOPGE.

Literary Board Urged
Wants the Word "Obscene" Dp-

fined by Commission
To the Editor of The Tribune*.

Sir: There should he vestcd
Federal commission of literary men,
appointed by the President, the pre-
rogative of aefining what is obscene or

of detrimental ir.fiuer.ee in our arts
and letters.

This matter, which ranks in im-
pcrtance with the copyright laws rec-

ommended by Macaulay in 1842 and
later adopted by England's leg ilature
should now receive the attention of
tha national party of this country and
should be made a matter of naticna'.
interest and importar.ee.

MAX II. KRICH.
31 Thirteenth Avenue, Newark, N*. J,

Party Facing
'Handpicked'

Peril Again
____________

~

Respect Will of PeopleExpressed in Election
of Delegates, Admonition
G i v e n_for. Convention

Toi the Editor of The Trfbune.
oir: As the preconvention progres-i-ea we hear on all sides more or less-«k ior_ an open convention." I*- isurged that the delegates should c" toChicago 'unpledged" in any way and

-nat atter the convention has been or-ganized there should be muti al
AA"S- fmally fifteen cr twi-
_n!iS i11lders.t00d' in somp "upper* room';will determine who the candidate shall

i,." argument is largely put forthby those who belong to the old "standpat school of the Republican party^arrey remtniscent of the men whoprecipitated the debacle at the conven¬tion ol 1912. These men have ': ledto appreciate and Iearn the les o ¦¦".'¦
.UI- and 1916 and apparently bent on
preparing the Republican stage in 19'0for a repetition of the failure 'of thelast two preceding Presidential con-

The direct primary has come to stav.Men who are chosen in these Drimaries

¦W.ll consistently respect the Inatrut-tiona given to them and wijl go to Chi¬
cago to put them into effect both as to
tram-.ng the platform and in the nam-
;ng o fthe candidates. What more than
anything else weakened our party in
1912 waa the total disregard of the
popular primary resu'.ts so decidedlyexpressed throughout the country and
in 1916 the failure to get some such
popuiar expres.sion.

Let us not make a mistake in this
'year of grace and throtrie the demand
ot the people as it ia being expressed
m the primaries of rl-.e several state3
so that a candidatet may be nominated
at Chicago who will not start. with
a handicap he cannot overcome by the
time of the N'ovember balloting. AT.
rhe sigr.s for the :.a.st eighteer. months
have indicated rhat the Republican
party stands to win this year; that rhe
verdict of 1918 is to be Yepeated with
-:trongeremphasis in 1920. Let the men
and .eaders of the party do nothingunwise or suicidal ir. June at Chicago,
and by a secret upper chamber conciav?
produce a handpicked result that will
give aid and confcrt to their oppo-
nents and will fail of ratification bythe voters in N'ovember next.
Unless thia s-.ruation is unequivocally

met hy the convention and a progressive
platform is framed look-.ng toward the
future and not harking back to the past
and a candidate is named who will
wholeheartedly and unreservediy carry
out the provisions of the platform, the
Republican party may again in 1920 fa;!
aa it did four years ago, no matter how
deserving may be the personaliry of its
candidate.

ANTHON'Y P. FINDER.
406 Canr.on Fiace. Troy, N. V.

Don't Wait For
That "First Thousand"

Begin NOW to insure your own future. One
hundred dollars or more will buy 5V_%
Guaranteed First Mortgage (fertificatea.
ABSOLUTE safety and 'good income.

New York Title and Mortgage Co.
135 Broadway - - - - New York
:03 Montarnr St.

Brnolilvn
1R3 Main ****t.
White I'laius

373 Fulton St.
.Tamak*a

3 S. 3rrl Ave.
Mt. Veraon

Brldaw TlaT.a
U I. ntr
24 Bay St.

St. (reonre, S. I.

he
Atth ouse Gates

Jk

^S^-^f]

T^J

There it stancjs flank to flank with the
wine cask and the whiskey barrei.and

the Eighteenth Amendrnent.

"Who goes there!. friend or foe?".they
chailenge every candidate whose hopes and
aspirations lead within the White House gates.
What the people of the United States "shall

and shall not drink promises to be a bigger
issue than the Peace Treaty in the presiden-
tial campaign of 1920. Current Opinion for
April has assembled the most interesting
and important comment of the country on
the wet and dry fight. How do you stand ?

Can Two Flay at"Ru!iiK* the^feves?
Do yoo know that
Amoriea today ia
btrilding ahipa al-
amtmt ttoice aa farnt
am Groat Britain?

At Your
Newsstand

"It just isn't done/' John Bull says. But there's
a fresh day breaking over the deep sea trade
routes of the world. American merchant ton-
nage is displacing lotsof gTeen water here and
there about the globe. And the pneumatic
riveter sings a song of more ships, speedier
ships. bigger ships.
It's got them worried over in England. Mr.
P. W. Wilson, former M. P. and now of the
London Daily News, tells the story of thia
new rfvalry in April Current Opinion. Very
much worth reading. .

The World Skids Toward
Bankruptcy

In 1914 the paper currency of the thiny principal
countries of ihe world aggregated a little over seven
billions of dollars. In November, 1918, it aggregated
about forty billions. One year later it was fiftv-one
bilhons exclusive of thirty-four billions more issued by
the Bolsheviki. And the national debts have increased
at the same rate. It looks like invcluntary w"»rld-wide
bankruptcy The light and dark sides of the question are
set forth ln a startling way in Current Opinion for April

1000 Publicationa in one

Th# best things, the rncst Interawring. trnportant and
timoly thingi are collccted (rem a thousmnd publicattiona
each month m.d pui before you io convftaient reading
form in Carrant Opinion.
Vou wfll enjoy tnes© featnr«9 !n tha April notnbar*

"ld lapao Conc«a!lng » Re»olat!onar» Movatrieot at
Homoi*" "Thi- lnipam!!i.{ Quarrnl Botwe«n Fr«no»
«nd the Anglo-Saa-on World " "Ho* Kansaa Broko
aStriknaud Wou!JSolvi' theLabor Hrobl irij" "Tha
Griravlng taolatlon of Praatdenl WUaon " Jai»(naj
UoMhaknipeara Chirrigo Producaaa RIvaJ tc Dafay
aVahford " N«w Stdellgbt* on Lrooota'a Rallglon *

And m doran othfi worth while artjcla*. QorCamrof
Opinion today.

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR
For LocoJ Nervsstands

A 1NTERB0R0UGH NEWS CO., 406 W. 45TH ST.
'Phone.Loncaare 500.

Some Suggested Planks
Among the mass of suggesUons for planks in the Republican

platfann are the following:
Limit Size of Army

We believe the potential military
strength of the United States is

practically unlimited. What we were
able to do in the World War with
c:tizer. soldiers was a revelation and
co,nclusiveiy proves that we do not
n_ed a .'-¦rge standing army. We
shall, therefore. approve of only somuch of ar. army as will be anucleus around which our citizens
may gather in time of need..Fred NParks, Norwich, N. Y.

Define Americanization
We demand the Americanization of

aa those within our borders who arebeing sheltered by our American in-

stitutions, and believe that a greatnational nee'd to-day is an adequatedefinition of Amervcanism.-.0 W
Frey, Pittshurgh, Pa.

Conserve Our Water Power
Development of tho water power

resources of the country presses for
the formation of a sound business
poljicy for t ii is accomplishmenc Con-
servation by utilization of the vast
resources. now lost to productivitybecause running to waste. demards
their economic use. We favor a con¬
structive program that will co-
ordinate every phase of the poten-tialities of Latent rainfalls, to the end
that we may h_ve industries div,-rsi-
f.ed terntorially and population d'.f-

fused in the interest of homogeneousnational growth and as a mightyAmericanization instrumenta'.itr..
Edward Terrili, 166 Nassau Street.New York City.

Winter Capital Proposed
Caiifornia is one of the giories of

our nation. Cahfornia belangs to
all the people. Its c-imate is the best
in the world. We owe it to our
President to give hirn the most
healthful environment. We shouldhave riuplicates of ai! public records.
and our nation ;s great enough to
have^ two capitals, a summer cap-.tal
at Washmgton and a winter oa^ital
in Caiifornia.- C. M. Sain, Logaa-dale, N'ev.

Rule of Laws, Not Men
The Republican party behevt* in

a government of laws and not of men.The Constitution oi the United States
is the suprerr.e law of tne land and
not a mere scrap of paper to be dis-
res_arded at will..Fred B. Hart.Oakiand, Calif.

Thursday.s Speeial Merchandise Features

First Important Sale of the Season of

Frocks for Miss 14-to-20
at $39

Our $59.50 to $69.50 grades
at$79

Our $98.50 to $175 grades

It is an interesting circumstance that two of the speeial purchases in this sale are fromtwo dressmaKers whose frocks we consider the most typicaliy Parisian of any in NewYork. The one man speciahzes simple, moderate priced frocks; the other makes dressesthat rival custom-made frocks in quality a3 well as in style.
To the group at $79, we have added 50 dresses that were $98 to $150 in our own Salon.

One of the unusual features of this Sale
is that there are a number of charming Georgette Crepe frocks in pastel and bright colors
ior mid-summer wear.

As in many instances there is but one frock of a model we shall simply enumerate thekinds of material.
At $39.tiay and evening frocks of satin, chiffon, foulard, taffeta, tricolette andprinted Georgette crepe.
At $79.Day, afternoon and evening frocks of crepe de chine, crene meteor, taffetatricolette, Georgette crepe and chiffon.

Every silhouette endcrsed by Paris is included in this Sale.
Sale will be held in the Young Women's Salon. Second floor, oid Building. 10th St.
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The very gloves that are scarcest and most
in demand right now

When French kidskin gloves are offered at $1.85;
Biarritz gloves at $2.85; and long white French gloves at
$3.65 to $6.85, little more need be said except that the
skins are all first quality, the sizes in full assortment, and
the shades just what are wanted for Spring.

It's a sale that has not been equalled since the great
rise in prices, and not likely to be duplicated. Because of
the remarkabie values offered we reserve the right to limit
he quantity sold to each. customer.

French kidskin and lambskin and duplex washable gloves

I
2,400 pairs French kidskin gloves in white, and white with

black embroidery.$3 g.rafje j
1,250 pairs French lambskin gloves in glace over-seam. in grav, f

.an. brown.§2.50 grade

tan
857 pairs Duplex washable gauntlets in white. grav. fawn and ).$2.50 to $3 grades /

Biarritz Lambskin Gloves
1,938 pairs Italian 6-button gloves in white, black with white; [

an, brown,grav.$3.50 and S4 grade \

Long White Gloves of French lambskin
1,672 pairs in four lengths and all sizes. French glace lambskin, with round pearlbuttons at wrist; for evening and street wear.$5 to $9 grades

$3.65 $4.65' $5.85 $6.85
8-button 12-button 16-button 20-button

Main aiale, Main floor, Old Buildinfr. with enough aaleapeople, we hope.to fire quick aervice


